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1. TEXT OF SECTION ON INDIAN OCEAN IN SECRETARY' S 

1972 FOREIGN POLICY REPORT SCHEDULED FOR RELEASE APRIL 19 
FOLLOWS IN FULL ( UNNECESSARY WORDS OMITTED): 

2. " INDIAN OCEAN 

THE INDIAN OCEAN STATES OF MALAGASY AND MAURITIUS 
UNDERWENT PERIODS OF INTENSE POLITICAL FERMENT IN 1972. 

IN MALAGASY CAPITAL OF TANANARIVE IN MAY, 

DEMONSTRATIONS BY STUDENTS, INTELLECTUALS, AND WORKERS 
SPARKED A GENERAL MOVEMENT TO REPLACE A REGIME THAT HAD 
NOT RESPONDED TO POPULAR DEMANDS FOR ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND 
CULTURAL REFORM. MALAGASY ARMY WAS ASKED TO ASSUME POWER 
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AND IN A SUBSEQUENT REFERENDUM WON A MANDATE TO REMAIN IN 
OFFICE FOR 5 YEARS IN ORDER TO REFORM THE COUNTRY' S 
INSTITUTIONS. 

IN MAURITIUS AN OFFICIAL STATE OF EMERGENCY CONTINUED 
TO GIVE THE GOVT THE POWER TO COPE WITH POLITICAL AND 
LABOR UNREST GENERATED BY THE COUNTRY’ S DIFFICULT PROBLEM 
OF HEAVY UNEMPLOYMENT. WITH ASSISTANCE OF IBRD, THE UK 

AND OTHER AID DONORS, EFFORTS ARE NOW UNDERWAY TO SEEK 
BOTH SHORT AND LONG- TERM SOLUTIONS TO THIS CHRONIC 
PROBLEM. 

US RELATIONS WITH BOTH MALAGASY AND MAURITIUS 
REMAINED UNDISTURBED. A TEMPORARY CLOUD OVEI US- 
MALAGASY RELATIONS WAS LIFTED IN APRIL WHEN THE THEN 
MALAGASY PRESIDENT MADE A PUBLIC STATEMENT RETRACTING 
EARLIER UNFOUNDED ALLEGATIONS THAT THE US EMBASSY HAD 
COLLABORATED WITH MALAGASY POLITICIANS IN SUBVERSIVE 
ACTIVITIES. IN MAURITIUS, US SUGAR PURCHASES AND 
ASSISTANCE TO THE 1 WORK FOR ALL' 1 PROGRAM CONTINUED TO 
AID THE MAURITIAN GOVT' S OWN DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS.' 

DECONTROL APRIL 20, 1973. ROGERS 
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